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Heartening English Communication I New Edition (#i/7 Z/%)
Lesson 7 Behind the Price Tag  p.96

You are attending a lecture about the fashion industry.

Let’s say you want to buy a polo shirt that costs 14 Canadian dollars. How much
of that money goes to the garment worker? 1In 2011, a company in Canada looked into
this. These polo shirts are manufactured in Bangladesh, and the production cost for
one polo shirt is actually $5.67. Of that amount, the factory owner gets 10 percent,
but only two percent goes to the worker. So, to answer the question, for that $14
shirt, the worker can expect to earn about $0.12. That is less than one percent of the
market price!

The polo shirt is made in Bangladesh for a good reason. The world’s clothing
makers know that low-priced products will sell well. Wanting to keep down their
production costs, most companies tend to use overseas workers who work for low
wages. One month’s salary at the local factory in Bangladesh is about 5,000 yen. It
is lower than the money a high school student can earn from a part-time job in a day

in Japan.
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